Contracting for emergency room coverage by rural hospitals.
Obtaining adequate physician availability remains a challenge to many rural communities. To ensure 24-hour emergency room physician coverage, many rural hospitals contracted for emergency room services from out-of-area and/or local physician. Survey findings for 99 rural and rural referral Iowa hospitals addressing the nature, extent, and cost of contracting physician coverage of the emergency room are presented. While nearly two-thirds of the hospitals reported contracting for at least some emergency room coverage, the extent and costs of contracts vary widely. Advantages and disadvantages of contracting for emergency room services are discussed.